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Symbolic torch remains unlit
By CRISTELA GUERRA
Contributing Writer
Accor ding to most
Student Alumni Association and Student Government members, the new
academic year began with
a spark: the beginning of
“Trail of the Torch,” an
event meant to forever
ignite the unused Ernest
Graham Torch of Service
in the FIU University
Park campus.
The spark, however,
did not last long. Due to
problems with funding,
hurricane threats and a
lack of student interest,
the torch ceased to burn
in less than a month,
remaining unused and
unnoticed between Primera Casa and the Graham
Center.
The original lighting
event, held Sept. 1 as a
candle procession from
The Cage to the back of
GC, drew 250 students
and faculty members
despite slight winds and
rain.
A massive flyer campaign preceded the event,
which included speeches
by University Park SGA
President Jorge Rosario
and Ty Javenalle, president of the FIU Alumni
Association, along with
a post-procession foam
party.

To maintain this proposed tradition, SGA
allotted a budget of
$6,500 for advertising
and any other necessities
required for the torch.
Still, some feel this was
not enough.
“When you’re establishing something this
big, the marketing campaign is what takes up a
large part of the sum. We
had t-shirts, cups, flyers,
posters and of course, the
food and foam party,”
said Randy Mora, the
SGA’s Honor’s College
representative, who was
involved in the early
summer planning of the
event.
Bryon Tompkins, SGA
representative from the
College of Arts and Sciences and one of the
originatots of the relighting idea, admits that,
despite the budget they
had been given, it was not
enough to fully maintain
the daily flame—for this
to happen, $350 must be
spent each week for the
rest of the year.
For now, being that
the budget does not
allow it, plans might be
in store for other projects
dealing with the Torch of
Service.
“I hope to see it as
See TORCH, page 3

WHERE’S THE FIRE?: The Ernest Graham Torch of Kowledge, Service and Understanding stands by Primera
Casa in University Park, unlit and unused, despite efforts made by several student organizations to keep its symbolic ﬁres permanently burning. C. JOEL MARINO/THE BEACON

Professor discusses Kerry, Bush weaknesses
By AMANDA RAMÍREZ CASTAÑEDA
Staff Writer
During a time when the general public
is buzzing with news concerning the
presidential elections, the FIU faculty
held a symposium lunch on Oct. 7 with
the theme “Terror Election? Bush vs.
Kerry.”
The speaker was Dr. Nicol C. Rae,
Professor and Chairperson of Political
Science at FIU, who shared his ideas on
how the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade
Center changed the dynamics of politics
in America. Also of importance was the
current war in Iraq as the topic that will
determine who will be elected as the

nation’s next President.
According to Rae National security is
the main concern, contrary to previous
years when controversial social issues

the general voters’ decisions.
Rae explained that, based on these
theories and the candidates’ positions
regarding the war in Iraq, the most prob-

“A disconnection from Iraq is more likely than a draft,
and I’ve never been convinced that more troops in Iraq
will make the difference.”
Dr. Nicol C. Rae
Professor and Chairperson of Political Science
such as abortion rights and stem cell
experimentation carried great weight on

able situation would be the reelection of
President George Bush.

“The issue of terrorism seems to help
the Republicans who usually have better
votes in regards to national security,” he
said.
According to Rae, Kerry will not win
the election by telling voters that the
U.S. troops should leave Iraq as soon
as possible because the people will vote
for someone who is able to win the war
effectively. Also Rae commented that
because Kerry maintains that the war is a
mistake, will be very difﬁcult for him to
prove that he can win it.
“Kerry has to convince voters that
he can actually ﬁght better than Bush.
See RAE, page 3
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THIS WEEK ON CAMPUS
MONDAY • OCTOBER 11

NEWS

War defended despite report

Student Dietic Association meeting: 6:30 p.m.7:30 p.m., ECS 135, UP.

By WARREN P. STROBEL
and MATT STEARNS
Knight Ridder Newspapers

TUESDAY • OCTOBER 12

The Bush administration launched a campaign
Sept. 7 to blunt the effect
of a report that Iraq had no
weapons of mass destruction by arguing that its
findings still justify the
decision to invade Iraq.
President Bush said
the report by chief U.S.
weapons inspector Charles
Duelfer shows that Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein was
manipulating the United
Nations’ oil-for-food program to gain influence
with countries that could
help him lift U.N. economic sanctions.
“He was doing so with
the intent of restarting
his weapons program,
once the world looked
away,” Bush said in his ﬁrst
comments on the report,
which found Saddam had
no stockpiles of nuclear,
chemical or biological
weapons and no concrete
programs to make them.
“Based on all the information we have today, I
believe we were right to
take action, and America
is safer today with Saddam
Hussein in prison,” the
president said.
But Bush also made his
most emphatic statement
yet on his administration’s
error, saying Duelfer’s
findings show that U.S.

FIU Big Band Show: 7 p.m., BBC.

WEDNESDAY • OCTOBER 13

Cinema Wednesdays-’Reservoir Dogs’: 7 p.m.,
encore at 10 p.m., GC 140, UP.
FIU Wind Ensemble Performance: 8 p.m.,
Wertheim Performing Arts Center, UP.
Frost Art Museum’s Wednesdays After HoursYouth Expressions: 7 p.m.-9 p.m., Wolfe Theatre
(WUC 100), BBC.

THURSDAY • OCTOBER 14

Panther Pagan Student Union meeting: 7:30
p.m.-9 p.m., PC 425, UP.
Faculty Guitar Concert: 8 p.m., Wertheim Performing Arts Center’s Concert Hall, UP.
FIU Theatre’s ‘Dracula’: 8 p.m., Wertheim
Performing Arts Center, UP.

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 15

FIU Theatre’s ‘Dracula’: 8 p.m., Wertheim
Performing Arts Center, UP.

SATURDAY • OCTOBER 16

FIU Theatre’s ‘Dracula’: 8 p.m., Wertheim
Performing Arts Center, UP.

WEATHER
MONDAY

Hi/Low
87°F/74°F
isolated
T-storms

TUESDAY

Hi/Low
87°F/72° F
isolated
T-storms

WEDNESDAY

Hi/Low
86°F/72°F
scattered
showers

THURSDAY

Hi/Low
85°F/73° F
partly cloudy

FRIDAY

Hi/Low
85°F/73°F
partly cloudy

SATURDAY

Hi/Low
85°F/73°F
partly cloudy

SUNDAY

Hi/Low
84°F/71°F
p.m.
T-storms

Courtesy of www.weather.com
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and allied intelligence
on Iraq’s weapons “was
wrong.”
Duelfer concluded that
Saddam hadn’t restarted
his nuclear weapons program, had destroyed
biological and chemical
weapons stocks, and had
hoped to eventually redevelop such weapons to
deter neighboring Iran
and enhance his regional
power, not to attack the
United States, as Bush and
his aides claimed.
Sen. John Kerry, the
Democratic presidential candidate, charged
Thursday that the report
showed that Bush had
“ﬁctionalized” the threat
from Saddam. The White
House, Kerry said, was in
“absolute full spin mode”
over its ﬁndings.
Duelfer said dozens of
influential world figures
and some American companies were given the right
to buy speciﬁc quantities
of Iraqi oil below world
market prices. They could
resell these rights at a
proﬁt.
Among those who
received these rights,
according to Duelfer,
were Indonesian President
Megawati Sukarnoputri and Charles Pasqua,
France’s interior minister.
By awarding these
rights, Saddam was hoping
to get their help to lift sanctions against his regime,

TRUTH HURTS: Vice President Dick Cheney addresses
the press after the release of a report that conﬁrms there
were no WMDs in Iraq. COURTESY PHOTO
according to Duelfer’s
report.
Campaigning in Florida, Vice President Dick
Cheney highlighted the
Duelfer report’s finding
that Saddam had siphoned
off billions of dollars from
the U.N. oil-for-food program and hoped to bribe
other countries.

“As soon as the sanctions were lifted, he had
every intention of going
back to business as usual”
and restarting the weapons
programs, Cheney told the
press at a special town hall
meeting of supporters in
Miami.
“So delay, defer, wait
was not an option.”

Do you own
a digital
camera?
Do you have
an eye for
detail?

The Beacon
is currently
looking for
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210 or WUC
124 and ﬁll
out an
application
today.
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Lecture explores future of terrorism
From RAE, page 1
EDITORIAL BOARD
ALEJANDRA DIAZ
JOHN LOVELL

EDITOR IN CHIEF
MANAGING EDITOR

C. JOEL MARINO

NEWS EDITOR

JULIA MARCHESE

LIFE! EDITOR

ALICIA BUSTAMANTE
HARRY COLEMAN

OPINION EDITOR
SPORTS EDITOR

NATALIE CHEEVER

NEWS PAGE DESIGNER

LEONCIO ALVAREZ

OPINION PAGE DESIGNER

JENIFFER GALASSO

SPORTS PAGE DESIGNER

LUIS NIN

COPY EDITOR/CARTOONIST

SAMANTHA QUIÑON

COPY EDITOR

CHERYSH BLACKMAN ST. JOHN

COPY EDITOR

JESSICA STELLA
HATZEL VELA

ADVERTISING MANAGER
BUSINESS MANAGER

ALFREDO SOTO

ASST. DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MEDIA

ROBERT JAROSS

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT MEDIA

INFORMATION
The Beacon ofﬁce is located in the Graham Center, room 210 at
the University Park campus. Members of the editorial and production
staffs and questions regarding display advertising and billing should
be directed to the Advertising Manager at 305.348.2709. Mailing
address: Graham Center, room 210, Miami, FL 33199. Fax number is
305.348.2712. Biscayne Bay Campus is 305.919.4722. Ofﬁce hours
are 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. E-mail: Beacon@ﬁu.
edu. Visit us online at: www.beaconnewspaper.com

PUBLISHING POLICY
The Beacon is published on Mondays and Thursdays during
the Fall and Spring semesters and once a week during Summer
B. Advertising inquiries for classiﬁed, local and national ads may
be addressed to our advertising department in our newsroom.
One copy per person. Additional copies are 25 cents. The Beacon
is not responsible for the content of ads. Ad content is the sole
responsibility of the company or vendor. The Beacon is an editorially
independent newspaper partially funded by Student and Services
fees that are appropriated by Student Government.

Your Future on the
Florida Army
National Guard TEAM!

T
E
A
M

RAINING

• Careers in over 200 job specialties

DUCATION
• Tuition Free

DVENTURE/SERVICE

• Help your community/state/country

ONEY

• Great paychecks & benefits
Florida

His backbone doesn’t particularly
make him well suited to do that,”
he said.
Rae later referred to Kerry as
“a dove” when
talking about
the candidate’s “consistent political
career.”
In his lecture, Rae stated
that he found
Kerry’s nomiRAE
nation surprising considering his voting history.
“Republicans are going to bringup the issue of Kerry’s voting records.
Kerry has consistently voted against
wars, for example, the Gulf War.
Maybe the Democratic Party would
have been better suited to elect
someone different for this particular
election.”

On various occasions, Rae
explained to his listeners that, growing up in the U.K., terrorism was
a constant preoccupation in his
daily life and that, personally, he is
uncomfortable with the whole waron-terror idea.
“You can’t actually win a war on
terrorism. You can make life difﬁcult
for the terrorists but you cannot
actually declare victory,” Rae said.
He added that we’ll most likely
see groups trying to commit terrorism acts for some time.
Rae reminded his audience that
“election is all about winning the
Electoral College” and that this is
the reason why most of the country
is not on the presidential campaign
routes. He stated that, in the Electoral College, Bush is ahead by 44
votes. That means that Kerry would
have to win most of the “toss-up”
states in which poll numbers are too
close to put either Bush or Kerry
ahead at this point.

The fear of a national conscription also came up during the lecture.
Rae explained that that situatuion is
very unlikely to occur in the future
because he believes the military
doesn’t have a valid argument for
reinstating one.
“A disconnection from Iraq is
more likely than a draft, and I’ve
never been convinced that more
troops in Iraq will make the difference,” he said.
Rae assured the audience that,
despite the change in American
politics due to terrorism, he believes
that, with time, elections will return
their focus to the various topics
that have been underplayed in these
elections.
“The impact of terror has already
been receding and will continue to
recede. Indeed, I hope that that is
the case,” he explained, “It is possible that the war on terror can be
contained and people will be back to
not being afraid.”

Lack of interest burns out FIU torch
From TORCH, page 1
a continual tradition at
FIU, and perhaps later
keep it lit year round,”
Tompkins said, referring
both to the torch and to
the Trail event planned to
relight it every year.
Another key factor in
the permanence of the
flames is student interest.
According to Mora, to
see the torch lit for the
whole year would require
the support of the university student body.
For some, this would
not be a problem.
“I think it was a good
idea...what I did get from
it was that I [saw] a passing of the torch from one
generation to another.
It gives you a sense of
motivation, to improve
and make things better,”

said Ronni Cadogan, a
junior.
Still, despite the heavy
promotions that led to
the implementation of
the idea, other students
state that any concern
for the torch might not
be entirely felt.
“It’s difficult to go to
events like that, meant
to represent something
important and meaningful, but then not know
its significance,” said
Bill Buchanan, a freshman and political science
major.
“They should have
gone more into its history and purpose.”
The threat of being
struck by three different
hurricanes in a span of
one month also did much
to deter the maintanance
of the torch.
The winds caused by

Hurricanes Frances, Ivan
and Jeanne, each closely
following each other’s
path, blew the fire off the
torch on several occassions, pr eventing the
torch from being relit.
The symbolic torch (its
full title being the Torch
of Knowledge, Service,
and Understanding) has
occasionally been lit since
its dedication in 1972 to
the memory of the late
Senator Ernest Graham
who passed legislations
that eventually led to
the approval of the university.
Originally, though, the
founders of the school
had intended to keep
the fires of the monument burning on a continual basis, a token for
both memory of the man
which it honors and for
the values it was intended

to represent.
Its image can be currently found gracing
the left side of the university’s shield, the FIU
symbol most widely seen
and recognized.
Also, it is the namesake for the FIU Torch
Society, an organization composed of the
school’s highest benefactors.
The Torch Awards,
also named after the
symbol, is a recognition annually given to
members of the faculty
and alumni who have
made important contributions to their respective professions, fields
of research, the community, or the university
itself.
Jorge Rosario could
not be reached for comment.

Check out our new
features in the
LIFE! section on Page 7.
SFC Gandaria (305)348-1143

www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com
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OPINION
Alejandra Diaz Editor In Chief • John Lovell Managing Editor • Alicia Bustamante Opinion Editor

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
How will you decide who you will
vote for?
• I will research candidates through debates, websites
or newsletters.
• I will focus on what is being said about them
throughout the media and commercials.
• I will vote according to my family’s political
leanings.
• Coin toss, what else?

Cast your vote at www.beaconnewspaper.com

WINNER & LOSER

C
D

WINNER

Howard Stern: The self proclaimed “king of all media”
will be leaving mainstream airways in order to pursue
a more liberal, 100 million dollar a year contract with
Sirius satellite radio in 2005.

Financial aid endeavor hellish
By JOSE APARICIO

LOSER

Spyware: A New Hampshire man was the ﬁrst person the
U.S. government had sued for the exploitative, damaging
software. If you listen closely, you can actually hear the
collective sigh of relief.

QUOTEABLES
“If I could go through the ducts and leap out on
stage in a cape- that’s my dream.”
– Ralph Nader, on his lack of participation in the
presidential debates.
“You can’t actually win a war on terrorism. You
can make life difficult for the terrorists but you cannot
actually declare victor y.”
– Dr. Nicol C. Rae, professor and chairperson of
political science at FIU.
“Heinz ketchup is America’s favorite ketchup and is
enjoyed by Republicans, Democrats and Independents
alike.”
– Deborah Foster, Vice-President of communications for Heinz, in response to a Republican
politician’s suggestion that using Heinz ketchup
supported Senator Kerr y.
“I’ve never seen a man in my life I wanted to
marr y. And I’m going to be blunt and plain: if one
ever looks at me like that, I’m going to kill him and
tell God he died.”
– Jimmy Swaggert, Televangelist preacher, on his
beliefs on gay people.

Now, due to FIU censorship,
I cannot repeat the thoughts
that ran through my head after
Financial aid. Did I get your
being on hold for 20 minutes
attention? The highly efﬁcient
only to have someone hang up
personnel at FIU decided that
on me. Afterwards, I counted
I could not acquire my ﬁnancial
to ten and went down to the
aid until after Sept. 30. I think
Financial Aid Ofﬁce.
it’s nice of them to help me out
Thoughts of how glad I was
like that.
to
have
applied so early to avoid
Long story short: I no longer
this
ran
through my head. I
qualify for government Staflooked
at the bitter angry
ford loans or rather FIU
faces
of
people waiting
doesn’t seem to think
with
similar
problems.
that they should give “Long story short, I no longer
Let
me
skip
ahead to
me this money. Appar- qualify for government stafford
the
third
time
I
had to
ently, because of what I
loans
or
rather
FIU
doesn’t
seem
wait
in
line
to
explain
did eight years ago, they
my situation to someone
think I will squander the to think that I should be given the
for the fourth time. The
money, drop out and money.”
conversation went like
waste my life.
this:
I am glad they know
Me: “All I need is for
would send a letter to FIU notiwhat is best for me.
Staff Writer

They informed me about a
private group that gives out
student loans and told me that I
should call them. They wouldn’t
give me a loan either.
So, I did what any rational,
young adult would do. I desperately took my tears to my
mother. She agreed to co-sign
a loan for me and I was in the
clear. The bank told me they

To be perfectly honest, I
don’t know why I don’t get
to receive the money I spent
an hour and a half applying
for it on-line. The government
sent me an e-mail, followed by
a letter, which told me that I
qualiﬁed for two thousand dollars in ﬁnancial aid. But again,
because of the mistakes of my
past, and a low GPA which is
inaccurate FIU doesn’t want to
give me the money.
Instead, I called my bank
and asked them if they had any
loans available for students.

fying them of my loan and that
FIU would then send a conﬁrmation that they had recovered
the letter. Great, right?
Imagine my dismay when
I registered for classes and
learned that FIU had yet to send
the conﬁrmation that they had
received my bank’s letter.
I proceeded to call FIU’s
Financial Aid Ofﬁce, and after
leaving me on hold for 20
minutes, someone picked up
and transferred me and then
someone else just plain hung
up on me.

you (FIU) to send out a conﬁrmation to my bank. They’ve
told me they have sent you the
request three times.”
Competent employee: “Your
GPA is too low. We can’t send
it out. Maybe you want to try
to apply for a loan through
Citi Financial, they don’t look
at GPA.”
Me: “Yeah I know. They’ve
(FIU) told me that three times
already. I checked with my
bank. They don’t look at GPA.
See AID, page 5

SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Letters to the Editor must be dropped off in GC 210 at
the University Park campus, WUC 124 at the Biscayne Bay
Campus or sent to beacon@ﬁu.edu. Letters must include the
writer’s full name, year in school, major/department and a
valid phone number for veriﬁcation purposes. If brought in to
an ofﬁce, a legitimate ID may be accepted instead of a phone
number. The Beacon reserves the right to edit letters for clarity
and/or spacing constraints. Letters must adhere to a maximum
of 400 words.
Layout 1ppp-11-04.indd 1
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Student inconvenienced by
excessive ﬁnancial aid delays
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From AID, page 4
Please just send the conﬁrmation.”
Competent employee: “Well…”
Me: “Look, here is their number.
They told me you can call them. If they

don’t receive this conﬁrmation, I will
lose my loan and will not be able to
attend your ﬁne institution of higher
learning.’’
At this point the competent FIU
employee became disgr untled and
walked away.
When she came back twenty minutes
later she told me that someone was sending the conﬁrmation letter to my bank.
At which point I informed her that the
Financial Aid Ofﬁce had told me the
exact same thing three times before and
that I wasn’t leaving her ofﬁce until I got
some kind of conﬁrmation that someone
was indeed taking a break from their
game of solitaire on the computer and
faxing the proper papers to the bank.
She gave me her name and phone

number and told me that I could contact
her directly if there were any problems.
By the second week of school, the
bank had indeed received FIU’s letter
of conﬁrmation and sent them the total
of my loan to cover my tuition. I called
FIU and asked them for the remainder of
my money to buy books. At which point
they told me I couldn’t have that money
until the ﬁnal drop date of Sept. 30.
It’s a good thing FIU cares so much
that I don’t drop out and take the money
that I will have to pay back either way.
You would think that with the ﬁscal
responsibility of starting a law and a
medical school, they would take their
money and run.
But I should get my money this
month, at which point I’ll be living on
the street.
After all this trouble, at least I’ll have
a solid education … that is, if I can hear
my teacher over the noise in the gym.
where my English class is held.
Most nurses spend their entire careers in the same hospital. In the United
States Air Force, it’s unlikely you’ll even spend it in the same state or country.
You’ll have the opportunity to practice nursing in as many as 20 different fields
in a variety of nursing environments. And you’ll feel a greater sense of shared
responsibility when you have the opportunity to actually lead your team. Sound
like the kind of career you’d like to have? Then call 1-800-423-USAF.
A I R F O RC E . C O M

•

1 - 8 0 0 - 423 - USA F

Speak your mind!
If you would like to leave a comment about any story, go
to www.beaconnewspaper.com
Layout 1ppp-11-04.indd 2
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Dinner

is served

WHICH IS WHICH?: Elena Brouwer assists a student attending the practice
dinner with the appropriate way to handle a water glass.

ALEJAMDRA DIAZ/THE

FORMAL PLACE SETTING

BEACON.

GRAPHIC BY JOHN LOVELL/THE BEACON

Slob learns dining etiquette at practice dinner
By C. JOEL MARINO
News Editor
The salad fork goes to the right of
the dinner fork, but the salad knife goes
to the left of the dinner knife. Fold your
napkin under the table. Chew with your
mouth closed.
The rules of formal dinner etiquette
have been largely ignored by most
people in this country, perhaps because
their complexity often demands the use
of diagrams, maps and lengthy charts
– I know, because I lazily tend to ignore
those rules myself.
In an effort to gain some of those
long-forgotten manners, I attended
the annual Business Etiquette Dinner
sponsored by SGA and Career Services
on Oct. 6, a $20 event which tries to

reform working-type slobs like me who
can’t tell the difference between a white
wine or red wine glass.
The event – held in a well decorated
Graham Center conference room
– consisted of a six course meal served
to 88 attending students dressed in
their formal best.
From the warm minestrone soup
served as appetizer to the main course
of chicken and rice (or ‘Coq au Vin
with Rice Pilaf,’ as the menu stated,
imitating what might eventually be
encountered at a high-class restaurant),
the food proved to be superb and of a
high quality. The only problem was the
timing of the service; being that the
dessert éclairs did not ﬁnd their way to
our tables till three hours after the start
of the event.

Between long waits for the next
plate, Elena Brouwer, a certiﬁed ettiquette and protocol expert, kept the
audience informed through a training
lesson designed to explain the million
rules involved with being polite at a
business dinner.
“A person with good etiquette is
a person who shows he or she is in
control, a person who shows responsibility,” she said during an introduction regarding the importance of good
manners.
Illustrating her lecture with personal anecdotes, the well-groomed
Brouwer told of the businesswoman
who threw her fork across the room
in a drunken state, of having to adjust
to the extremely late night meals held
by other cultures and other such tales

that helped to perk up the sometimes
dull atmosphere. She responded well
to the many questions students asked,
personally walking from table to table
to demonstrate the proper way to
propose a toast or scoop rice onto a
fork.
By the end of my meal, I found
myself conﬁdent in the ability to eat
in front of an audience during highly
formal events, picking up such random
facts as the true purpose of sorbet
along the way (that it helps clean the
palette between courses).
The dinner, held once a semester
at UP, is an event all business-oriented students should make an effort
to attend whether or not they know
the difference between a red or white
wine glass.

Coffee crowds enjoy warm, soothing tastes of Carribean café
By YASHICA HEATH
Staff Writer
For just $20, you and a
date can escape to a Caribbean paradise. The natives,
wearing a smile that could
melt the ice off the Grinch’s heart, welcome all
visitors to the Kola Nut
Café. Once you’ve entered
this getaway, the aroma
of mouth-watering meals
waft a tantalizing breeze
in your nostrils.
Your mouth waters at
the thought of what is to
come. Then it arrives: A
plate of pure poetry and
visual art. The dark reds
and rich browns of the
rice and peas sprinkled
with coconut essence stand
in stark contrast to the
vibrant greens and yellows
of the grilled vegetables.
All are arranged meticulously inside a half moon
LIFE!10-11-04.indd 1

of tomato and lettuce
salad, misted with a light
vinaigrette. The oxtail
stew, the main focus of this
dish, delights your sense of
taste. My compliments to
the chef.
The owners of the Kola
Nut Café, Anthony and
Regina Hall and Tony
Amos have cr eated a
mirage, an escape from the
bustling street of Miami
Gardens Drive.
The Kola Nut Café
stands out from the city
bus hub and the hulking
warehouses with its sangria-colored shell. “The
truck drivers come in here
all the time,” said Regina
Hall.
I had the pleasure of
chatting with Hall before,
during and after my meal.
Between forkfuls of peas
and rice, she told me how
the idea developed for the

Kola Nut Café.
“We wanted to do
something Caribbean with
a South American fusion,
not speciﬁcally Jamaican,”
she said. “When people
think of a Jamaican restaurant, they think of a
takeout. People come here
and we let them know they
can get takeout, but they
wind up staying.”
After experiencing the
relaxed environment of the
restaurant, I can understand why. The Kola Nut
Café has the most beautiful
orange and lime sherbet
colored walls that blend
effortlessly with the earth
tone pumpkin and mustard colored ﬂoor. The soft
red lighting and the cherry
wood tables add to the neo
soul décor.
Aside from ser ving
food that will keep you
coming back for more,

SWEET JAVA: The Kola Nut Café brings a warm atmosphere to coffee house setting. SID PENTZKE/
THE BEACON.

the Kola Nut Café holds
different events open to
the public throughout the
week.
On some nights a DJ
spins the latest jams as well
as “oldies but goodies” in
reggae and soca. There are
often live jazz band performances, comedy shows

and a Gospel brunch takes
place. Fitting with the
ambience of the Kola Nut
Cafe, there is a spoken
word exhibition as well.
The Kola Nut Café is
the perfect place for college students to impress
their date with their taste
in restaurants. The vast

menu has something for
everyone and is easy on
the budget. For those who
live on the Biscayne Bay
Campus, one could easily
hop on the 83 bus and go
straight there.
For more information,
please call the Kola Nut
Café at 305-405-1000.
10/9/04 12:33:51 AM
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Horror Nights attracts masses with
country-themed haunted houses
By LUIS NIN and
XAVIER VILLARMARZO
Beacon Staff
Seductive vampir es
greeted us at the entrance.
As we made our way into
the park we held our
breath as we were enveloped by thick fog. The
low visibility deﬁnitely set
us on edge. We had been
to Halloween Hor ror
Nights before and knew
about the costumed freaks
around every corner just
waiting to jump out and
scare us.
As the fog par ted,
there stood three alienlike monsters. These
10-foot-tall, leather-clad
abominations towered
over the crowd and projected ominous threats
and warnings into a loudspeaker. One of them
leaned down to a huddled
group of extremely scared
young women and said in
a demonic voice, “Your
friends lead you to your
doom!”
The girls laughed
uncomfortably, kept their
distance from the monster and continued to
walk through the park’s
main entrance. Halloween
Horror Nights XIV was
off to a great start.
Halloween Horror
Nights is Universal Studios’ annual Halloween
event, held from Oct. 1
to Oct. 31. This year Halloween Horror Nights is
better than ever. Usually
the event takes
place in either
Universal
Studios

FIU President Modesto A.
Maidique’s parents were from
Czechoslovakia, although he
himself was born in Cuba.
– From “Beyond the Tower”

SEXY SUCCUBUS: Dracula’s vampire maidens greet visitors at the entrance to Halloween Horror

Nights XIV.

LUIS NIN/THE BEACON

or Islands of Adventure. This year the event
has expanded into both
parks with seven all-new
haunted houses and four
fear zones. It is deﬁnitely
the largest Halloween
Horror Nights so far.
There was a marked
improvement in the size
of crowds and the length
of the lines. Even the most
popular haunted houses
had only a 40-minute wait.
Spreading the haunted
houses across two parks
seriously reduced congestion. Even a popular
ride, like The Dueling
Dragons, took only ﬁve
minutes of waiting in line.
Apparently almost everyone was queued up for the
haunted houses.
The haunted houses
were masterfully done.
Castle Vampyr, a vampire themed haunted
house, employed amazing visual effects to
simulate gravitydefying feats. The
monsters in Castle
Vampyr wer en’t
like any of the
other monsters
across the park;
they walked on
walls and popped
out of the most
unexpected
places.
Ghost Town,
a haunted
house with
a We s t e r n
theme, also
showed an
unbelievable attention to detail.

You could smell the cow
manure and feel the
ground squishing beneath
your feet as you passed
through the barn. We
were completely immersed
in the atmosphere.
Every haunted house
had a special theme and
was distinct from the
others. Disorientorium
was truly original and
unbelievably disturbing.
Nestled on Super Hero
Island by Doom’s Terror
Drop and probably one of
the more difﬁcult haunted
houses to ﬁnd, it was deﬁnitely one of our favorites.
The most memorable feature was its hall of mirrors with demonic clowns
lurking in the nooks and
crevices. Disorientorium
strived to confuse our
visual perceptions.
The only haunted
house that was truly disappointing was Deadtropolis. This zombie-themed
haunted house had a lot
of potential. It used an
urban setting to simulate
a zombie outbreak but
ultimately left a lot to be
desired. Unfortunately,
it just didn’t have nearly
enough zombies.
Zombies are only scary
when there are a lot of
them. Walking through
Deadtropolis, we occasionally encountered a
few zombies. There was
never a point where they
swarmed us.
These lonely zombies didn’t even pop out
at us; they mostly just
stood there and drooled.
Deadtropolis looked stiff

compared to the other
haunted houses Halloween Horror Nights had
to offer.
While this year is a big
improvement over the previous years, one complaint
has plagued Halloween
Horror Nights since its
inception back in 1990:
Their haunted houses are
just too crowded. Every
haunted house is just an
extension of the line outside. There is no feeling of
solitude or isolation.
Being alone in a
deser ted environment
would’ve deﬁnitely made
everything more frightening. As we walked
through the houses, more
than three quarters of the
scares were used on the
people in front of us.
The flow of people
through the house make
everything feel rushed.
It’s almost an impossible
problem to remedy for
such a popular event.
It looks like this problem is going to stick.
If they decide to separate everyone into small
groups the lines will be
unbearable.
Despite this one complaint, Halloween Horror
Nights is definitely an
event worth visiting, especially this year.
There’s nothing that
brings people closer
together like seeing their
close friends completely
freak out after a scary rock
creature instantaneously
pops out of a wall, so
be sure to bring them
along.

Are you getting there late? Do you think you’ll only
be able to visit a few haunted houses? Here’s a
list of the houses and how they rank:
7. Deadtropolis
6. Horror in Wax
5. Ghost Town
4. Castle Vampyr
3. Hellgate Prison 2. Disorientorium
1. Horror Nights Nightmares

What the …?

Taken in the
Graham
Center
Men’s
Restroom
near the
second ﬂoor
staircase.
JOHN LOVELL/THE BEACON

Faculty and staff parking spaces
are off limits to students from 6 a.m.
to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Parking meters must be paid from
7 a.m. to 10 p.m., including weekends and holidays.
Basically, you can park in faculty
spaces after 7 p.m. and all day on
the weekends. The same goes for
meters (after 10 p.m.).
– Parking Rules & Regulations

LUIS NIN/THE BEACON
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SOME OF THE
PLACES WE FLY
Albuquerque
(Just an hour away from Santa Fe)

Austin

Baltimore/Washington (BWI)
(29 miles to downtown Washington, D.C.)

Chicago (Midway)

Ft. Lauderdale
(22 miles to downtown Miami)

Harlingen/South Padre Island

Las Vegas

Los Angeles (LAX)

New Orleans

Oakland
(18 miles to downtown San Francisco)

Philadelphia

Phoenix

Providence
(A better way to Boston)

Reno/Tahoe
One-way with 14-day advance purchase

Salt Lake City

WHEN YOU PURCHASE AT SOUTHWEST.COM.

®

San Diego

Fares do not include a federal excise tax of $3.10 per takeoff and landing.
Wanna get away? Now you can. Fly Southwest

by October 21, 2004. Seats are limited.

Airlines for just $39 — $149 one-way when you

Fares may vary by destination and day of

purchase at southwest.com. Be sure to purchase

travel and won’t be available on some flights

your ticket at least 14 days in advance and

that operate during very busy travel times.

Seattle/Tacoma

Tampa Bay

West Palm Beach
Service may not be available
from all cities. Offer applies to
published, scheduled service only.

southwest.com/vamonos

SM

southwest.com®

Fares
do not include airport-assessed
passenger facility charges (PFC) of up to $9 and a federal September 11th Security Fee of up to $5 one-way. Tickets are nonrefundable but may be applied toward future travel on Southwest
Fares
LIFE!10-11-04.indd
3
10/9/04Airlines.
12:11:44
AM
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The
Beacon
wanted to
squeeze in
this message and let
you know
that we are
currently
seeking an
Advertising
Production
Manager.
Candidates
should be
proﬁcient
in Adobe
InDesign
or Adobe
Pagemaker.
If you are
interested
stop by GC
210 and
speak to
Hatzel Vela.
You may
also reach
him at
305-3482709 or
e-mail us at
beacon@
ﬁu.edu
Hope to
see you
around ;)

Do you like sports?
Do you watch sports?

Well then...come on by WUC 124 or GC 210 and sign up to be a sports writer. Talk to
Harry Coleman or you could be all technological about it and e-mail him at HCole001@FIU.
EDU.
10.11.04.indd 4
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Conﬁdence helps
Rezendes play
better on ﬁeld
REZENDEZ, from page 12

the opportunity to work
with 20-year veteran Head
Coach Everton Edwards.
“Edwards taught me
how to use my energy on
the ﬁeld, how to make the
right runs and how to be
checking where the ball
is at all times,” Rezendes
said.
Rezendes’ main goal
this season is scoring goals
for the team in order to
help the team advance to
the NCAA Championships. She is proud of the
two Sun Belt Conference
wins the team has picked
up because the chemistry of players is coming
around well.
“Our confidence is

high, we have gotten to
know each other and
we are playing better,”
Rezendes said.
Her conﬁdence becomes
evident when she tells herself during games that she
is going to score goals.
“It helps. I always tell
myself that in a game there
is no time to think about
anything else, it’s not a
good thing if your mind
is wandering.”
Working hard on the
field is impor tant to
Rezendes who believes
that working hard affects
other people and makes
them work hard too.
With enthusiasm smile,
Rezendes proudly says, “I
believe we can deﬁnitely
win the conference so that

Coach Rubin
awaits Little
Rock game
TRACK, from page 11

NEW START: In her ﬁrst game back, Rezendes scored a goal to help lead the team with
a victory in the ﬁrst Sun Belt Conference game. GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

IMMIGRATION LAW
� CREATIVE SOLUTIONS TO ALL TYPES OF
IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS.
� VAST EXPERIENCE HANDLING ROUTINE
CASES AND THE MOST COMPLEX CASES.
FEATURING A TEAM OF LAWYERS LED BY BRUCE A. COANE, A BOARD
CERTIFIED IMMIGRATION LAWYER WITH OVER 20 YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE.

will most likely be the same
as the ones that will feature
at the conference meet,
barring injuries.
“Our main five for
the ladies [team] will be
Amanda Howard, Katherine Cardenas, Paola
Reategui. Apryl Wall, and
Deirdra Witherspoon. For
the guys it’ll be Noel Delgadillo, DJ Keller, Rob
Castillo, Rene Rodriguez
and Jon Trujillo,” insists
Rubin.
Only time will tell how
far these two teams can
go.
Coach Steve Rubin puts
it best, “If we can stay
healthy, I’m conﬁdent that
Coach Salvat’s training
plan will produce something exiting in Little Rock
on Oct. 30.”

Take your career to
the next level.
Please join us to learn about our graduate business degree programs:

CoffeeTalks
Thursday, October 14
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Lobby of the MARC Building
Florida International University
University Park Campus

Students will receive a 20% discount on all fees with current student ID.
Use the the 107th Avenue
entrance; MARC is across from
the parking garage.

Bruce A. Coane

Coffee Talks provides an opportunity for prospective students to
meet informally, enjoy a coffee break, and learn about degree programs in the Chapman Graduate School of Business.
Ajay Choudhary

Anne T. Nguyen

Jack Quentin Nichols

James P. McCollom, Jr.

Coane And Associates
Miami Center - Citibank
201 S. Biscayne Boulevard, 28th Floor
Miami, Florida 33131

RSVP: 305.348.3256 or
http://cba.fiu.edu/web/graduate/infosessions.htm

( 7 8 6 ) 45 7 - V I S A (8 4 7 2 ) or
(3 0 5 ) 91 3 - 7 5 3 3
Belen Medina

website: www.coane.com
email: houstonlaw@aol.com

At Coffee Talks, you will receive important information about
application and admissions procedures, curriculum content, course
fees, and more.

Cathy Nguyen

Mr. Coane is Board Certified in Immigration and Nationality Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. Belen Medina is the Managing
Associate of the Florida office and is licensed by the Supreme Court of Florida. Ajay Choudhary is Board Certified in Labor and
Employment Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. Cathy Nguyen is licensed by the Washington Supreme Court. All other
attorneys are licensed by the Texas Supreme Court. Other attorneys not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
Principal Office – Houston, Texas

The business school for South Florida, the Americas, and beyond

PSSTT... hey you, yeah so how ‘bout coming by and writing for The Beacon? Just c’mon by!
Got it? Get it? Good!!!
10.11.04.indd 3
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Track preparing for Sun Belt Championship
By ANDONI GONZALEZRUA
Contributing Writer
As at most schools
across the nation, cross
country has taken a backseat to football, soccer,
and volleyball as we make
our way through the fall
season.
This year’s team is using
scheduled race meets as

a stepping-stone toward
the culmination of all of
the season’s hard work,
the Sun Belt Conference
Championship meet on
Oct. 30.
Coach Steve Rubin is
looking forward to having
his team make a difference
at track meets.
“Last year we were
a none factor at most
meets,” said Rubin. “This

year we’re serving notice
that this very young team
is moving up fast.”
Having only had seven
r unners on the men’s
roster last year, three of
whom were freshmen and
two sophomores, a last
place finish was all but
unavoidable.
This year, thanks to
the recruitment efforts
of assistant coach Carlos

Savat, the team is 20 runners deep, all of whom are
competing for the seven
race spots.
As Rubin states, “The
atmosphere has completely
changed.”
The women’s team on
the other hand is simply
looking to be as dominant
as they were a year ago;
a season, that saw them
ﬁnish a solid third in the
conference.
“Last year was a tremendous year for the
ladies,” Rubin said. “It
marked the ﬁrst time they

really became competitive
as a team.”
The ladies went on to
compete for the ﬁrst time
at the NCAA regional
championships where they
ﬁnished 20th, behind such
teams as SEC and ACC
powerhouses Tennessee
and Florida State.
Coming into this
season, the hope was for
Amanda Howard to step
up as the number one
runner in place of Rebecca
Rodriguez who graduated
last year.
The team also needs

incoming freshmen to step
up right away.
“[We need freshman
to] quickly [develop] and
acclimate to college level
racing,” Rubin said.
There is no doubt in
anyone’s mind that they
have matured, having
won their opening meet
at the FIU Invitational and
having placed eighth at the
Gator Invitational.
The men’s and women’s teams that represent
FIU at the Disney Classic
See TRACK, page 10

CLASSIFIED
Announcements
Spring Break 2005
Travel with STS, America’s # 1 Student
Tour Operator
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas,
Florida. Hiring On campus reps.
Call for discounts: 800-648-4849 or
www.ststravel.com
DETERMINATION: Amanda Howard (center) posted two top-ten ﬁnishes and four top-20
as a freshman last season. Coach Steve Rubin is counting on her to lead the team this
season. GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

Roommate wanted to
share 2/2
Utilities included nonsmoker/no pets/female
preferred
$550 Call 305-761-7655

Jobs
GET PAID A GURANTEED
$2,500 US EVERY MONTH TO
START! If you are between 18 to
25 years old, we will hire you to
work part-time from your home.
www.coyfs.com/support.htm
Tutoring Institute seeks tutors
for all subjects, Please Fax resume
to (305) 266-3402 or Email to
info@academictutorial.com

“Make money watching T.V.” Fulltime/Part-time,
work in the new ﬁeld of video
transcription and closed captioning.
Work at your home or our ofﬁce.
Please email resume at our
North Miami Location.
Blueresumes@aol.com
Auto Cad Drafter
Fire Alarm design knowledge needed.
Fax resume to 305-6623718.

FUN JOBS FOR FIT FEMALES
Awareness & Conﬁdence Training / Female Assault Safety Training
A.C.T. F.A.S.T. is a privately owned Kentucky-based company that
offers comprehensive community-oriented self-defense and personal safety
seminars for females of all ages, currently in college communities in seven
southeastern states. Florida is next and we are looking to hire 6-10 females
to train to be self-defense co-instructors for classes in the Miami area.
To qualify, you must be mature, sensitive, outgoing, comfortable in front of
a group and with striking male instructors (don’t worry, our “dummies” can
take it!), aware of women’s safety issues, and somewhat athletic or physically
ﬁt. Petite stature preferred but not required. Those most successful have had
backgrounds in soccer, running, cheerleading, gymnastics, dance, ﬁtness, etc.
The selection and training process is very competitive and can be intense.
No experience necessary. NO MARTIAL ARTS INVOLVED OR
WANTED!!
Flexible part-time scheduling. $10-20/hr plus bonuses. Good networking
opportunities. Have fun, earn an excellent part-time income, and show your
fellow women that no
does indeed mean NO!! EOE. Letters/resumes to actfast22@hotmail.com.

The Beacon wants YOU!
We are always looking for photographers and
writers. if you are interested please pass by
our ofﬁces at GC210 or WUC24 and speak to
us. And now, back to your regular scheduled
programming...
10.11.04.indd 2
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Move over Dolphins, Marlins
With the elimination of the Marlins and the struggles
of the Dolphins, thank goodness Shaq season is here
COMMENTARY

By HARRY COLEMAN
Sports Editor
Four straight losses for Fins,
Marlins out of the playoffs and
Dave Wannstedt is still head
coach; my heart, along with
every other fan in Miami, can’t
wait for the Miami Shaq season
to get on its way.
I never imagined the Miami
Dolphins would have been this
bad, even after Ricky Williams
retired, considering the Super
Bowl caliber defense the team
has on its side. I still thought
the team would be competitive
enough to ﬁght for a wild card
spot.
Training camp opened last
week for the Heat and expectations are as high as ever after
numerous championship guarantees by center, Shaquille
O’Neal.
The Marlins, our only professional championship team in the
last thirty years, came up short
this season, after showering
themselves with champagne last
year following the defeat of the
New York Yankees. The team

BIG DADDY DIESEL: On Miami Heat media day, Shaquille O’Neal promised to lead the Heat and work
with Dwayne Wade to make him one of the best guards in the NBA. COURTESY PHOTO
was unable to repeat the magic
and is currently sitting at home
watching the playoffs.
Losing Pudge Rodriguez
was the main reason the Marlins couldn’t get it together. I
talked to Mike Lowell a couple
of months ago and he told me he
will stay with the team if it stays
competitive.
That will be tough considering that 18-game winner
Carl Pavano and catcher Paul

Lo’Doca could command more
than eight million a season.
Our beloved Dolphins team
is playing so bad that the University of Miami football team
could probably defeat them. The
coaching and managerial skills
of Dave Wannstedt have ﬁnally
come to haunt the team. The
offensive unit of the Dolphins
has given away more touchdowns than they have scored.
Wannstedt is one of the most

conservative coaches on offense
and that will never get the
Dolphins toward a Super Bowl
appearance. Last game the team
was playing so badly that the
New York Jets, owner Wayne
Huzienga should have sent a
message on the public announcing system before the end of the
third quarter that said: “Due
to the circumstances the team
is facing, Head Coach Dave
Wannstedt has been ﬁred and

will not coach the remainder of
the game.”
The Dolphins are playing
so badly that the team should
put Shaq as a running back and
Josh Beckett as a quarterback.
Heck, the team’s quarterbacks
are so bad that Dan Marino on
a wheelchair could probably
throw better.
Thank god the Heat season
starts in November. With the
way Dwayne Wade played last
year, and with the addition of
Shaq, the team could compete
for a spot in the NBA ﬁnals.
News from the Heat training camp is that Shaq has lost
over 30 pounds and is in the
best shape he’s been in since
1996. The Heat have placed
quality veterans around the Big
Aristotle.
Considering the weak division the Heat is in, it should
have no problem winning. Shaq
has mentioned how he hopes
to help make Wade and Rasual
Butler two of the better players
in the game.
It’s only October and I can’t
wait for the Dolphins season
to end. Dolphin and Marlins
jerseys are currently put away in
the darkest corner of the messiest drawer and Shaq jerseys are
hanging proud.
Thank god Shaq is around this
year because it should prove to
be a “Heatnin” good season.

Women’s soccer player makes
comeback from injury in
time for conference game
By ANA SANCHEZ
Staff Writer
After making a remarkable recovery from a collarbone injury, Whitney
Rezendes made her way back onto the
soccer ﬁeld this season, after being diagnosed as out for the year.
With the help of daily therapy and
her relentless attitude, Whitney surprised
everyone when she returned in time for
the Sun Belt Conference games this
season.
Rezendes did not injure herself playing soccer. The injury came during a
skateboarding accident.
“It was a silly injury, it made me
want to come out here more to show
that I can play soccer and not just mess
around,” Rezendes said.
She will keep the soccer playing to
a minimum during the season because
10.11.04.indd 1

according to Rezendes it’s easy to get
hurt.
Recovery was painful, having to deal
with back problems but she felt ready to
play. Watching her teammates from the
sidelines and wanting to play motivated
her to achieve an early recovery commented Whitney.
At the early age of ﬁve, Rezendes’
parents placed her in an indoor soccer
league and she hasn’t left the sport since.
She was recommended to play for FIU by
teammate Valerie Patrick, who also played
with Whitney in Arapahoe High School
in Littleton, Colorado.
“Valerie recommended me to play for
the FIU soccer team. I came down for a
visit and I liked it, so I stayed,” Rezendes
said.
Coming to FIU, Rezendes has received
See REZENDES, page 10

COMEBACK: Freshman Whitney Rezendes returned from a severe injury this season
despite being ruled out for the year. The newcomer hopes to contribute to the soccer
team. GEOFF ANDERSON/SPECIAL TO THE BEACON
10/8/04 11:34:27 PM

